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translation of the Syriac text, especially in view of the obscurities 
which the mystical language of some of the Odes presents. Still more 
welcome is Professor Harnack's estimate of the Odes. Professor Harnack 
fully agrees that these are indeed the long-lost Odes of Solomon, quoted 
by Lactantius and Pistis Sophia, and mentioned by name in the pseudo- 
Athanasian Synopsis (sixth century) and the Stichometry of Nicephorus 
(ninth century). He finds both Jewish and Christian elements in them, 
and explains them as Jewish writings of a mystic-prophet of the first 
century (ca. 50-67), interpolated and rewrought into Christian form 
about the year 100. Harnack points out the prominence in the Jewish 
parts of the Odes of ideas and expressions which have hitherto seemed 
characteristic of John: grace, believing, knowledge, truth, light, living 
water, love, life. The presence of such ideas and expressions in late 
Judaism evidenced by these remarkable Odes, points to a line of Jewish 
influence, hitherto unsuspected, upon the Johannine literature. The 
Odes constitute in a sense a historical link between the Johannine litera- 
ture on the one hand, and such Jewish literature as the Testaments 
of the Twelve Patriarchs on the other. In this unexpected light on the 
Fourth Gospel, Harnack thinks, lies the chief historical significance of 

these Odes. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed 
The University of Chicago 



THE SINAITIC SYRIAC GOSPELS 

Mrs. Lewis found the palimpsest Evangelion da-MepharreshS , in 
St. Catherine's on Mount Sinai in 1892. It was deciphered and pub- 
lished for three eminent Cambridge scholars in 1894. Mrs. Lewis 
afterward republished the text, with emendations and additions of 
parts not at first fully deciphered. Professor Burkitt based his Evan- 
gelion da-Mepharreshi (2 vols.) upon the Lewis and the Cureton manu- 
scripts, and now Mrs. Lewis contributes another stately quarto to the 
literature of the Old Syriac gospels. 1 She has revisited Sinai and 
re-examined the palimpsest, while she has taken full advantage of 
Professor Burkitt's admirable edition. It is in part a feeling that that 

1 The Old Syriac Gospels of Evangelion da-MepharresM. Being the Text of the 
Sinai or Syro-Antiochene Palimpsest, Including the Latest Additions and Emenda- 
tions, with the Variants of the Curetonian Text, Corroborations from Many Other 
MSS, and a List of Quotations from Ancient Authors. By Agnes Smith Lewis. 
With four facsimiles. London: Williams & Norgate, 1910. lxxviii-l-334 pages. 
25s. net. 
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edition rests too largely on the Cureton gospels to the comparative 
neglect of the Sinaitic that has led to this new and probably final 
edition of the latter. 

Mrs. Lewis presents an extended introduction, with a full bibliog- 
raphy and appendices, and then prints the Sinaitic text, with the variants 
of the Cureton gospels in the margin below. The text is printed solidly, 
not, as in the earlier editions, in the lines and columns of the manu- 
script, and constitutes a model of clearness and convenience. The 
variants of Professor Burkitt's edition are shown in an appendix. 

In her introduction Mrs. Lewis urges the priority of the Old Syriac 

to the Diatessaron, against the reverse opinion expressed by Professor 

Burkitt, who would connect the Old Syriac version with Palu, bishop 

of Edessa, ca. 200. The appendices exhibit the points in which Mrs. 

Lewis connects or supplements the readings of the Sinai palimpsest in 

Professor Burkitt's edition; a list of Syriac patristic quotations which 

are nearer to the Old Syriac than to the Peshitto; a list of important 

omissions in the Sinai palimpsest, etc. Further appendices in a pocket 

within the back cover give an index of the Arabic Diatessaron, and bring 

Mrs. Lewis' English translation of the Old Syriac gospels up to date. 

The student of the rise and relationship of the Syriac versions will find 

much to assist him in Mrs. Lewis' new and elaborate edition of the famous 

manuscript which she has made in a double sense her own. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed 
The University of Chicago 



A HISTORY OF THE JESUITS 

In 1895 a resolution of the twenty-fourth General Congregation of 
the Jesuit Order provided for the writing of a history of the Jesuits in 
all countries where they had been or were active. Since then, in com- 
pliance with this action, the following important volumes have appeared 
dealing with Spain, Germany, Italy, and North America: 

Historic/, de la Compaiiia de Jesus en la Asistencia de Espatia, por el 
P. Antonio Astrain, S.J., tomo I, " San Ignacio de Loyola," tomo II, 
"Lainez, Borja" (Madrid, 1902, 1905); Gesckkhte der Jesuiten in den 
Ldndern deutscher Zunge im XVI. Jahrhundert, von Bernard Duhr, S.J. 
(Freiburg, 1907); The History of the Society of Jesus in North America, 
Colonial and Federal, by Thomas Hughes, S.J., Text, Vol. I; Documents, 
Vol. II (London, 1907); Storia della Compagnia di Gesu in Italia, dal 
P. Pietro Tacchi Venturi, D.M.C., Vol. I, "La vita religiosa in Italia 
durante la prima eta dell' ordine" (Romano-Milano, 1909). 



